
SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY – SHAKEER ABDULLAH, PH.D. 
 
Dr. Shakeer Abdullah is the Founder and Lead Consultant for Practical Diversity Associates, a 
full-service leadership, diversity, equity, inclusion and belonging firm established in 2011.  
Our firm has provided trainings and lectures for fortune 500 companies including General 
Mills, 3M, and Land O ‘Lakes.  
 
Dr. Abdullah spent more than 20 years in Higher Education working at nearly every level in 
that field and supervised more than 40 staff. He earned his undergraduate degree from 
Wittenberg University, M.A. in Higher Education and Student Affairs from the Ohio State 
University, and Ph.D. in the Administration of Higher Education from Auburn University.  

 
Dr. Abdullah has published in the area of multicultural competence and remains an active 
national presenter, consultant, and trainer. He wrote a 2012 book entitled Baptism by Fire: 
An Investigation of the Experiences and Multicultural Competence of Diversity Staff in Higher 
Education (Lambert Academic Publishing).  

 


